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Whether you take your dogs with you or leave them
in responsible care, with a little planning you can ensure
they have just as great a holiday as you do

Keeping it in the fomily
Thc LLrdowyke family from
Wil loughby in New Soulh Wales havc
r'un their pet si [ ing service lbr Don,l
Pel Frel lor n' torc than two years,
lvelcomjne ntany a mutt into their
hearts and hontc rvhi lc dog owners
escape lhe ci ly_
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Daniel lc and Russell
Ludowykc say thc
experiencc is a rewarding
one Ior their t lvo sons,
Cameron, eight, and Ryan,
f ive, who take on nany ol '
t he  r cspon  s i b i l i  t i c s
o f  ca  r i r i e  f o r  t he
ho l i day ing  hoL rnds .

"Thcy lake i l  very
sc'r iously and lvalk the
dogs once or lwice a day,
as \ 'vel l  as eroominc and
leed ing  l hcm, "  says
Dan ie l l e .  'And  dogs  rha t
are used lo sharing a bed
w i th  t hc i r  owne l  can
find a nicc spo! lo cLlr- l
up  on  Cameron ' s  bed_ "

The Ludowyke lamily
l ike to makc their visi t ing
dogs 'days  l un  anc l  as
we l l  as  r cg l r l a r  t r i ps  t o
the palk, thc dogs {rct 1()
spcDd t inte c\ploring thc
famil,v 's jungIc-l ikc

back )  a rd  a longs idc  Z ip ,
lhc fr iendlr rc sidc'n I
Retr iever. The Ludo\\ ' \ ,kes
in l eg ra le  t hc i r  v i \ i t i nc
dogs  r i gh r  i n l o  t he  l an r i l v
and  t hev  o f t en  hav t ' dogs  d ropp ine  i n
for regul.rr s tavs.

" !Vc ' f ec l  l ha r  i f  you  have  a  dog  i l
shou ld  be  l r c . r r cd  l i ke  a  n l cmber  o f  t he
fam i l \ ' ,  so  ou r  \  i s i l i ng  dogs  a re  cn t i l l ed
to  s l ccp  i n  t he  house , "  says  Dan ie l l e .
"The onl! place thc'y can'r slcep is in

our room because lhat 's our cat 's
domain-"

Daniel lc and rhc Ianti ly have seen
man| caninc (h. iraclers comc and go
over lhe la5r fe* years and . l ,vhi le one
crazv chervcr $nn' l  be invited back, the
vasl nlajori lv we're lvcl l ,behaved and
fun ro hare around. "Wc had two
characters - Bob and Hatry, a Terl ier
and Bassel HoLlnd thnl lr ied on
Several occasrons to slow away on our
bed," she recal ls. "When their owncrs
picked thent up, rhc'four ycar-old
daughler said the dogs slepl on her
pa rcn t s ' bcd  r v i l h  t he i r  heads  on  l hc
pi l loi \ , ,  so wc l igured rvhere rhal
behaviorrt  carnc from."

The Ludow,yke Ianl i ly have fol lnd
l i fc ns pet-sit ters to be hard work,
but lhe r 'vhole family beneli ts fronr
thc'experience.

"Zit) lo\. 's having a playmalr aDd lhe

k ids  a rc  l ca rn ing  respons ib i l i l )  as  \ \ ' l l

a \  n l . l k i | |S  t r ( . l l  l l i s l l L l \  \ \ i l h  t hc  ( l "S ' '

\ a ! \  D . r r r i r l l . .  sh r  b ( ' l i c vc '  pc t - ' i t l i r r ' l  i '

a great al lernative tor peol) lc \ \ 'ho can l

lake l l leir  pcls nway wilh lhenl anLl hns

founrl !he Iamily envjronnlenr helps the

dogs i ldjusr quickly and happilv inlo a

neu rot l l inc.
Danicl le suggests Ihat an] 'one

looking for a pet-sit tcr shoLlld l i rsl  l io

lo lhc hone where their dog \\  i l l  bc

sta) ing before nlaking a decision'

"we in\ ' i le orvneLs and their dogs

ovel lr)  \ ' ie\\ ' the homc and back,vard

and al\o to introduce their dogs to

Zip, to nlake sure lhey arc conpaliblc" '

says DanieLlc. "You should also ask

where thc ( iog wil l  bc sleePing '1nd

whal sorl  oi cr icrcise the l)et-5rl ter

is wi l l ing to give the dog eacn

day, especial ly i f  i t  is a larger dog,"

she says.
Daniel le sa] s lhe most inporlanl

thing is to s(art looking early as many

famil ies. lrc booked ou1 monLhs in

advance. There are various pet si t t ing

agencies throughoul Austral ia, lvi th

Don't Fret Pet being the largest pet-

\ i11iDg franchise in the countrY.


